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Development 
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Catholic Schools Week 
celebrates what makes 
Catholic education dis-
tinctive and exceptional. 
During the week, we fo-
cus on the value Catholic 
education provides to 
young people and its con-
tributions to our church, 
our communities and our 
nation. 
 

We also honor those who 
contribute to the success 
of our schools—students, 
families, faculty and staff, 
volunteers, community 
supporters, and local and 
national leaders. 
 

The theme for Catholic 

Schools Week 2012 is 
“Catholic Schools: Faith. Aca-
demics. Service.” 
 

The theme expresses three pri-
orities that make Catholic 
schools stand out from other 

St. Joseph School 
recently announced 
the 2011-2012 Home-
coming Court. The 
Court was selected by 
classmates through a 
voting process and 
presented at the 
December 9th St. 
Joseph Basketball 
Homecoming game. 
 

Homecoming Queen, 
Brooke Schichtl, 
daughter of Ken and Betty 
Schichtl, has attended St. 
Joseph School since pre-
school. She is proud to 
receive an education from 

St. Joseph School, 
stating, “St. Joseph is 
like a second home 
for me because every-
one knows everyone 
and is very friendly.” 
 

Senior Maid of 
Honor, Savannah 
Cooper, daughter of 
Buster and Valerie 
Cooper, has attended 
St. Joseph School 
since pre-school. She 

plays volleyball and bas-
ketball at St. Joseph 
School and describes St. 
Joseph School as “a warm   

Monsignor Richard Oswald 

enjoyed the Read-A-Coaster 

Book Fair held during 

Catholic Schools Week 2011 

2011-2012 Homecoming Court 
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Student News 

(Front row, left to right) Senior Maid of 
Honor Savannah Cooper, Homecoming 
Queen Brooke Schichtl, and Senior Maid 
Heather Moix 
(Top row) Junior Maid Hannah Chamoun, 
Freshman Maid Isabella Hartman, 
Sophomore Maid Savannah Covington 

educational institutions. Chil-
dren learn about faith—not just 
basic Christianity, but how to 
have a relationship with God. 
They concentrate on academ-
ics, which in Catholic schools 
are held to the highest 
standards, so they can reach 
their highest potential. They 
practice service—giving time, 
talent and effort to help oth-
ers—as an expression of both 
faith and good citizenship. 
This combined focus on faith, 
academics and service pre-
pares students for full and 
meaningful lives. 
 

See page 2 for a schedule of 
events... 

Continued on page 2... 

Save the date: 

Catholic Schools Week 2012 

Jan. 29 – Feb. 4 
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environment where everybody knows everybody.” 
 

Senior Maid, Heather Moix, daughter of Bubba and 
TJ Moix, began education at St. Joseph School in first 
grade. She plays on the basketball and golf teams. 
Heather is comfortable attending St. Joseph School, 
explaining that it is “A school where you are all con-
sidered a family and you can easily express your 
Catholic views.” 
 

Junior Maid, Hannah Chamoun, daughter of Paul and 
Shannon Chamoun, has attended St. Joseph School 
since Kindergarten. She is a cheerleader and plays on 
the soccer team. Hannah speaks of St. Joseph School 
as “a family that I will always have.” 
 

Sophomore Maid, Savannah Covington, daughter of 
George and Brandi Covington, has attended St. Joseph 
School since pre-school. She plays on the St. Joseph 
soccer team. Savannah is proud to attend St. Joseph 
School, stating, “It’s very special because I’ve been 
here my whole life and everyone knows everyone.” 

 

Freshman Maid, Isabella Hartman, daughter of Greg and Amy Hartman, 
has attended St. Joseph School since Kindergarten. She plays on the 
basketball team. Isabella describes St. Joseph School as “a place where 
you can hang out with all your friends and have fun, 
as well as get a good faith-based education.” 
 

St. Joseph Beauty Queen, Kayla Pruitt, daughter of 
Carl Pruitt and Paula Pruitt, has attended St. Joseph 
School since Kindergarten. She plays volleyball and 
soccer and manages the basketball team. Kayla de-
scribes St. Joseph School as a family, stating, “Here 
you are always sur-
rounded by people 
that love you just 
like a family.” 

Continued from page 1... 

St. Joseph Beauty Queen, Kayla 
Pruitt  sports her crown after being 
selected by the student body 

The 2011-2012 Homecoming Court 
was introduced at the October 14th 
pep rally. 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

St. Joseph School: Faith. Academics. Service. 
 

Our annual celebration of Catholic Schools Week begins Sunday, 

January 29. This year’s theme is “Catholic Schools: Faith. Academics. Service.” 

Please join us for a variety of events that demonstrate our focus on learning about faith, striving for high academic 

standards, and serving our community, as well as some that are just plain fun. 

Come see what makes St. Joseph School exceptional! 

Sunday, Jan.29 
Faith, Academics, Service 

In Our Parish 
 

Student Ambassador 
Tours 

Monday, Jan. 30 
Faith, Academics, Service 

In Our Community 
 

Food Drive Kick-off 

Tuesday, Jan. 31 
Faith, Academics, Service 

In Our Students 
 

Student Appreciation 

Wednesday, Feb. 1 
Faith, Academics, Service 

In Our Vocations 
 

School Mass 

Thursday, Feb. 2 
Faith, Academics, Service 

In Our Faculty, Staff 
and Volunteers 

Grandparent’s Lunch 
4th-12th grades 

 

Friday, Feb. 3 
Faith, Academics, Service 

In Our Nation 
 

Red, White, and Blue 
Jeans Day 

Lillie Tuttle, a SJS 5th 
grader, was crowned 
at the NED show Octo-
ber 5, 2011 in Spiritan 
Hall. The NED (Never 
give up, Encourage 
others, Do your best) 
show was presented to 
grades K-6 to promote 
the value of character 
development. 

Left to right  
Sam Massery, Mark 
Mallett, Landon Enderlin, 
and Jackson Castleberry.  

The St. Joseph 
Boys Golf Team 
received the 2A 
State Runner-
Up trophy at 
Centennial Val-
ley Golf Course 
on October 3rd. 

On Oct. 28, Father James blessed 
rosaries made by Primary students 
to send to Belize for children who 
have never prayed the rosary. 

4th-8th grades Book Fair: Luau—It’s A Reading Celebration! 
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Trey Hickey, a St. Joseph stu-
dent, has recently returned 
home after his second battle 
with leukemia. 

One of his first requests was 
to visit his classmates at St. 
Joseph School. Trey and his 
mother, Chata, arranged a 

surprise visit on Friday, Novem-
ber 11, during the high school 
lunch period. 

St. Joseph students have been 
very supportive of Trey, rooting 
him on for the past year, wearing 
shirts that read, “Keep on Fight-
ing Round 2” and praying for his 

recovery daily. The first 
pep rally of the 2011-
2012 basketball season 
was recorded for Trey to 
watch, including a spe-
cial cheer just for him. 

Trey would be a ninth 
grader this year, and the 

freshman class was very excited to see him. 
He received an overwhelming standing ovation 
as he entered the cafeteria. 

St. Joseph School continues to pray for Trey 
as he recovers! 

 

Helping the Needy 

St. Joseph High School boys basketball coach Brent Bruich tells 

Trey how much support he’s getting from the school’s players.  

(Above) Father James Melnick, the Associate Pas-

tor at St. Joseph Church, gives Trey encourage-

ment during his visit to St. Joseph School.  
 

(Below) St. Joseph cheerleaders led students in a 

cheer for Trey Hickey at the October 14th pep rally.  

(Right) The front and back of 

the Senior Boys basketball 

team warm-up shirts support 

Trey, who was their manager. 

The St. Joseph School chapter of Family Career and Community Leaders of 
America (FCCLA) recently conducted a fundraiser in which some proceeds 
will be used to purchase Christmas gifts for the needy. The mission of the 
club is to promote service learning with our communities.  
 
Club members gathered in the St. Joseph Parish Hall kitchen on October 
28th, making more than 200 pans of cinnamon rolls from scratch, which 
were sold in advance. FCCLA, sponsored by Family and 
Consumer Science teacher, Monica Lieblong, also made 
blankets for local nursing homes and shelters. 

Mrs. Monica Lieblong instructs SJS students—
Payton Wahrmund, Kristin Briggler, and Spencer 
Freyaldenhoven—on proper dough rolling. 
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Reading is Out of this World 
The Primary Book Fair—Reading is Out of this World—was held the week of Nov. 
7-11. Monday, Nov. 7th was Family Night, where the SJ Primary opened its doors 
to parents and siblings of students. Prizes were given to the three classes with the 
most family participation: Mrs. Coney’s Kindergarten class, Mrs. McMillan’s Sec-
ond Grade class, and Mrs. Harralson’s, Third Grade class each received $25 in 
books for their classroom libraries. 
Also, during this week was the Annual Grandparents’ Lunch for the Primary 
School on Nov. 10.  Chicken spaghetti was on the menu, and over 200 grandparents 
attended the event. Grandparents were also given the opportunity to enjoy the book 
fair, contributing to its $7,918 total sales! SJS benefited from a $1,829 cash profit and $300 in 
books for classroom libraries! Thank you to all families, friends, and grandparents that came to 
SJ Primary Book Fair! 

 
 
 
 

Above Collin Coney (2nd grade) 
with his grandmother, Maureen 
Schafer. 

Jacob Williams (2nd grade), with his 
great-grandparents, Al and Mary Hiegel. 

UCA student, Lake Hollowell, works with 
Sara Massa (5th grade) on her experiment. 

Several University of Central 
Arkansas students recently 
came to assist the Elementary 
After School Science Club 
with some experiments, such 
as the reaction of water and 
the polymer found inside dia-
pers. The college students all 
reside in the STEM dormitory 
which stands for Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and 
Math. 

SJS FAST FACTS 
 

 2011 Elementary SAT-10 scores all 
above national averages 

 Class of 2011 offered over $1.5M in 
scholarships 

 96-98% graduates pursue higher 
education 

 All teachers are fully certified 
 SJS is one of only two k-12 Catholic 

schools in Arkansas 

Lance Brown, UCA group leader, 
shows Ian Martin (6th grade) 
how the experiment works. 

UCA Visits After School Science Club 

Left Ashlyn Cleary (2nd grade) enjoys time 
with her grandparents, Larry and Mary 
Joe Seiter. 

Left Nate Perry (2nd 
grade) “blasts off” 
with grandparents, 
Frank and JoAnne 
Mayor. 

Right Maci Jordan 
(Kindergarten) is 

“out of this world” 
with grandparents, 

John & JoAnn 
Jordan. 
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St. Joseph School is proud to be starting a Student Ambassador Program to 
give tours of the school! Student Ambassadors are responsible Elementary, 
Junior High, and High School students selected by teachers. St. Joseph 
School has so much to offer, and we are ready to “show it off” through the Student 
Ambassador Program! New Ambassadors will be giving tours beginning Sunday, January 29th to kick off 
Catholic Schools Week! If you, or someone you know, would like a tour of the school, contact the 
Development office at 501-327-1204 or nrappold@stjosephconway.org. 

Student Ambassador Program 

Do you subscribe to the Log Cabin Democrat through St. Joseph School? If so, THANK 
YOU! By doing so, the school benefits through advertisement credits! Now, there’s an 

easier way to give St. Joseph credit when re
-subscribing. 

You can mail your form in to the Log Cabin 
Democrat or drop it by their office yourself. 
You only need to write “credit St. Joseph” on 
your subscription card! 

If you do not already subscribe through St. 
Joseph, but you would like to, please con-
tact the Development Office at 327-1204 or 
nrappold@stjosephconway.org. 

Please credit 

St. Joseph 

Student Ambassadors Give School Tours Every Day! 

 

“St. Joseph School goes 
above and beyond all of 

our expectations 
academically and 

socially, and especially 
religiously.” 

-Jimmey & Erika Stobaugh 
(SJS Parents) 

Log Cabin Democrat Subscriptions 

A Message from the Development Director 
Hello! I am Nicole Rappold, the Development Director for SJS, and I am excited 
and happy to be here! I have been an active part of St. Joseph Parish for almost 
10 years through different ministries, such as Catholic Campus Ministry, 
babysitting for RCIA, the Edge, Perpetual Adoration, Women of Faith, and 
Woman to Woman. St. Joseph is where I belong! 
 

Since 1879, St. Joseph has provided high quality, Catholic education with a 
biblical foundation. Today, St. Joseph continues this tradition, thanks to the 
generous support of our donors. As the school looks toward the future, we are 
taking a proactive approach to ensure our longevity and our commitment to academic quality. This 
decision involves focusing our efforts on strategic development, including an annual campaign, pursuing 
grant opportunities, and hiring me, the first Development Director. 
 

SJS is not the first, or even the 10th Catholic School in Arkansas to have a Development Director. I see 
this as an advantage for SJS because I have 10 mentors within driving distance that are willing to advise 
me on what works and what doesn’t work in development! This newsletter is an essential part of what I 
plan to do for SJS. I want you to stay connected to this school, so SJS won’t just evolve over time—Let’s 
Develop into a lasting foundation for our community, parish, and children!  
 

If you are interested in getting involved with SJS Development, please do not hesitate to contact me at 
327-1204 or nrappold@stjosephconway.org. 

 

SJS would 
like to thank 

Nabholz 
Construction 
Corporation 
for printing 

this 
newsletter! 

 

Thank You! 
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SJS Participates in Community Fundraiser 

(Front row, left to right) Britney Flud HS 
English, Stephanie Shachmut HS Religion, 
Ray Nielsen HS Journalism and AR His-
tory, Charlotte Moix Kindergarten, and 
Karen Vandivere Physical Education. 
(Middle row) Jeff Shachmut HS Religion 
and Music, Angela Patterson 4th Grade, 
Dianna Brown 5th Grade, Lois Coney 
Kindergarten, and Susie Freyaldenhoven 
Elementary Principal. 
(Back row) Kathleen Gueringer HS 
English, Nicole Rappold Development 
Director, Matt Tucker Primary Principal, 
Melanie Kordsmeier 4th Grade, Shannon 
Harrison Primary Secretary, Mary Joe 
Seiter HS Math, Joe Mallett HS Principal, 
Alicia Yrle 6th Grade, and Debbie 
Gosnell 2nd Grade. 

St Joseph School participated in “Red, Green and Jeans Day” November 18th. Many teachers, ad-
ministrators and staff contributed $5.00 or more and wore red and green attire along with blue jeans 
to benefit Dazzle Days, which in turn is supporting the expansion of the Conway Regional Women’s 
Center. The SJS Team Name for the fundraiser was Trey’s Army in celebration of the victory of Trey 
Hickey’s homecoming following his second battle with cancer.  

Load Kroger Gift Card—Help SJS 
St. Joseph participates in the Kroger Gift Card program which donates 5% of 
every dollar loaded to the gift cards back to the school. In the past year, SJS 
has received over $5,000 from this program! Please be sure to load (and re-
load) your card. What an easy way to make a HUGE impact at SJS. 
 

To obtain a Kroger Gift Card that will benefit SJS, or for more information, call 327-1204. Please 
help us reach our $5,000 goal by May 31st! 

Companies Match Gifts 
Did you know that many employers will provide matching 
gifts to the charity of the employee’s choice? Yes, you 
heard that correctly! What if your employer is willing to 
give to St. Joseph School the same amount that you 
give? That’s double the money! Ask your employer about 
this special benefit, and contact Nicole Rappold, SJS De-
velopment Director, at 327-1204 to secure the process of 
requesting matches. 

Newsletter 
The St. Joseph Catholic School Connection, which you 
are holding in your hand, is a new publication with the 
purpose of keeping YOU connected with SJS. Each issue 
will provide a glimpse of student activities and achieve-
ments, development news, and alumni happenings. If you 
know of someone who wishes to be added to the mailing 
list, please contact Nicole Rappold, SJS Development 
Director, at 327-1204.  
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Alumni Spotlight 

Name:  Kathleen (Hiegel) Gueringer 

Class:  1997 

Favorite teacher:  They were all inter-
esting in their own unique ways! All of 
them had quirks that made class enter-
taining! 

Most cherished memory:  Watching the 
chaos of the Senior Class of 1995. Their 
pranks like “stealing” Coach Kords-
meier’s truck, the random fire drills they 
would call in the bathrooms, stink 
bombs in the classroom, using their 
locker locks on the teachers’ lockers… I 
don’t think there has been a class that 
could top them, and as a teacher now at 
St. Joseph’s, I hope there never will be!  

St. Joseph School has helped prepare 
me for college. As a college freshman 
this year I’m grateful to all of my high 
school teachers who required hard work, 
excellence, and attention to detail in my 
assignments. Now that I’m in college I 
look around my English class and realize 
there are a number of students who do 
not have the skills to write a term paper, 
essay, or research paper properly. I am 
so grateful for everyone at SJS who 
cared about my progress and encour-
aged me to go on to college.  
 

Brandon Freyaldenhoven, Sr. 2011 

Alumnus Reflection 
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The year 2012 will mark 60 years since the SJS 
Class of 1952 graduated high school. The 12 
alumni are planning to gather to celebrate in 
the upcoming months. They were the first to 
graduate from the “new” high school building. 

60 YEARS 



The philosophy of St. Joseph School is built upon 
the truth that God created man and man must 
tend toward God.  
 
Therefore, St. Joseph School is committed to the 
formation of the human person with respect to his 
final goal – God--as he fulfills his obligation to 
develop the intellectual and physical skills needed 
for the challenges of life. 
 
St. Joseph School seeks to develop adults of faith 
and intelligence, persons who have the courage 
to seek out the truth and follow it, persons who 
see God and respect Him in themselves and their 
fellow men. 
 
Ultimately, the goal is that of true education; that 
is, to develop the whole person---soul, mind, and 
body. St. Joseph School strives to integrate faith, 
learning, and living. Our goal is to form the total 
person in faith, education, and service. 
 

502 Front Street 

Conway, AR 72032 

Phone: 501-329-5741 

www.stjosephconway.org 

 

St. Joseph School 

Faith, Learning, & Living 

St. Joseph Catholic School Mission: 
Be it known to all who enter here that CHRIST is the reason for this school. He is 

the unseen but ever present teacher in its classes. He is the model of its faculty and 
the inspiration for its students. 

SJS senior high girls’ basketball team is publicly 
demonstrating its support for a worthy cause for 
the third consecutive year. This year, the girls will 
be wearing what they call “Laces for Life” at all 
their games. The pink and blue colors represent 
unborn boys and girls as an affirmation of the 
team’s pro-life stance. In the two previous years, 
the girls wore colors representing St. Joseph stu-
dents battling cancer. 
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